
Expect the
unexpected
Prepare your business for disaster



Working together
Nationwide Insurance® and the Small Business 
Administration (SBA) have partnered together 
to help you prepare for the unexpected.

Nationwide o� ers a variety of insurance 
options to help cover the speci� c risks that 
may impact your business, including Business 
Property Insurance, Business Liability Coverage, 
and Business Auto Coverage.

The SBA provides advice, disaster assistance, 
and access to capital for small business owners.

Together we are working to ensure that 
business owners like you are properly prepared 
for and better equipped to handle unexpected 
business disruptions.

Are you prepared? 
This guide will help you prepare for a disaster 
and put your business in a position to survive 
a disruption. Though each situation is unique, 
any business can be better prepared if it plans 
carefully, puts emergency procedures in place, 
and practices for emergencies of all kinds.



Plan ahead for 
potential disasters
It•s critical for you to protect your business by 
identifying potential risks from natural and 
man-made disasters. Be pessimistic … this is 
de� nitely a case of planning for the worst and 
hoping for the best.

Here are some suggestions, if you are at risk for 
the following disasters:

Wild� res
€  Maintain a 30 foot •combustible-freeŽ zone 

around your facility. Remove any trees and 
combustible material, such as brush. Keep 
grass mowed and irrigated.

€  Consider the use of � ame-resistant building 
materials when building or renovating.

€  Keep the roof and gutters clear of debris.

€  Attach non-� ammable, � ne-gauge screening 
over all chimneys.

Tornado
€  Assign one person to be responsible for 

monitoring weather alerts.

€  Establish interior, preferably basement,  
locations for employees to gather. Bathrooms, 
corners, and short hallways are safest.

€  Remember, a •watchŽ means a tornado could 
happen and a •warningŽ means you should 
take immediate cover.

€  Keep surplus blankets in a shelter area.




















